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CONNECTING PRESBYTER

to resolve our disagreements and avoid the harm
that is done to the Gospel and the Church when
Christians resort to civil litigation and witness to
their brokenness, rather than the love of
neighbor and of enemies that Christ commands.
We are aware that this proposal will not meet the expectations of some
members of FPC Aurora and of the Presbytery; we have compromised to
reach this agreement; we have agreed to mutual material sacrifices; and
we have acknowledged fundamental differences remain. This is, how-
ever, our best effort to act in the way of Christ putting others before our-
selves, supporting Christian ministry and mission of both FPC Aurora and
of the Presbytery, and seeking the reconciliation to which we are called
in Christ. 6
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Presbyters share their
guestions and concerns
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First Presbyterian Church, Aurora Dismissed to EPC w =
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First Presbyterian Church, Aurora has been dismissed, at the congrega- «~ 6 b <
tionds request, from Blackhawk Presbytery and he
(USA) to the Evangelical Presbyterian chdPre h (EPC)
ership, pastor Jeff Moore and associate pastor Stephen Rhodes, have also
been dismissed to EPC. Our Vision
Grounded in the biblical
Minister members and elder commissioners of image for human
Blackhawk Presbytery voted to accept an communty,
agreement of dismissal at the May 11, 2010 As disciples of Jesus,
presbytery meeting. The agreement was Following His witness & com-
crafted by an administrative commission mand for His church,
elected by the presbytery and a negotiating Guided by the principles of
committee of the session of the Aurora church. trust, open communication,
& genuine relationships,
C°’“§iss‘3" ||\/|(gderator The agreement opens with this covenant: We wil challenge &
ev. Lan 2y OHumbly acknowl edgi ng t|hmotorcodregaignye pir ay e
his disciples be united as a witness to him in the thriving faith communities by
world (John 17), we confess that in this act of Providing competent
separating we deny Jesug 0 pasoniddgshint ; We cC
brokenness and our sinf bl RESgDenegze BULI 1 N
cious forgiveness we also believe that the Holy ministry, &
Spirit has guided us in our conversation and ne- Developi
L. | ! eveloping networks &
gotiation to this conclusion. partnerships of
We share the belief that scripture calls us to seek Presbyteflans
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Johnoés Space

| want to publically and emphatically thank the Administrative Commission
that was charged with working out the details of dismissal of the First Pres-
byterian Church of Aurora. Theirs was a difficult task and they handled it
prayerfully, honestly, and gracefully. They served this Presbytery and our
Lord well.

Having to engage in this kind of work over a long period of time can and
does take a toll on oneds spirit. I
faithful servants. | ask all of us to pray for them as they refocus their ener-

gies on their primary roles in life. | ask you to pray for relief of whatever
residual issues may still be invading their hearts and minds. | ask all of us,
whether we agreed or disagreed with the results to thank them as we have opportunity.

I hope and | know they hope that this Presbyter
that exist in the church and in our society it is a possibility. So | ask you also to pray for those who
will gather and seek to put together recommendations for the Presbytery should we find ourselves
in this position again.

Speaking of prayer - in a little less than 40 days the 219 " General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church (USA) will convene in Minneapolis, MN. Several constituencies have dedicated themselves
to 040 days of prayer6é6 for this assembly. I in
clude prayers for the assembly during worship. Here is one prayer that arose out of commissioner
orientation in Olympic Presbytery:

Listening hearts attune to the Spirit -
Open hearts and minds receptive to and respectful of others
A spirit of playfulness and joy

Pray that they will be able to -

Maintain their physical stamina and health

Recognize their own thoughts, ideas and feelings and the movement of the Spirit
Share their hearts and minds articulately and effectively

Pray that they can

Figure out the computer system

Work out personal schedules with effectiveness
Get the rest they need

And pray especiallyh  OE
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in the world. Thank you!

¢

A EO
coO A

UAAO
AT T ET

OF
o0
In all matters let us join together in prayer as Paul wrote
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| Thessalonians 5: 1718

Peace,
John Rickard
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Good News from Our Congregations

Westminster Stateline Project A Westminster Presbyterian Church,
Rockford

In 2008, leadership at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Rockford recognized that a growing
number of families were traveling to the church from Roscoe, Rockton, and South Beloit. Westmin-

The church partnered with Blackhawk Presbytery and the Synod of Lincoln Trails in a feasibility
study and discernment process to discover what a ministry presence in the stateline area might
look like. The study suggested that a good approach would be to offer midweek family  -focused
ministry programming in the area. In October of 2009, Stateline Kids Club launched, modeled after
the LOGOS Childrends Ministry.

Meeting at a brand new local middle school in South Beloit on Wednesday evenings, the first se-
mester of Stateline Kids Club began small with 16 children. After the first week, one of our kids
who had previously never attended church drew
a picture for me of her friends at Stateline Kids
Club with the words at ;
|l ove Church. 6 By the t B
ing some visitors trickling in & first one, then two.
Then, the first week i n|
a friendd6 week, we had
of whom were visitors. Carrying the momentum
of the first semester, we began our second se- i
mester of Stateline Kids Club in February with 27 !
kids registered to our program. By the end of the
second semester, nearly 40 kids went through
our program.

Stateline Kids Club kids, parents, & volunteers

With the inspiration and hope fostered by Stateline Kids Club, Westminster has begun developing
additional ministries in the stateline area. Currently, there are two small groups meeting in a home
and a local restaurant. We are excited to partner with Stronghold Camp & Retreat Center in its first
traveling summer camp fi Stronghold will bring its staff and programming to the stateline area. In
the coming months, we plan to implement the ChristCare Small Group ministry model in order to
continue to give shape to the budding small group ministry. Looking towards the end of 2010, we
hope to begin offering worship experiences that will bring together our Stateline Kids Club fami-
lies and our small groups.

From the initial phase that began in 2008 where we began to explore what it may look like to begin
ministries in a new area, we have seen ministries begin to take shape. We invite you to pray with
us and for us as we continue to develop and refine new ministries in the area.

Blessings in Christ,
Brad Rodgers
Project Director

ster began exploring the possibility of develonpi
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More Good News!
Woodstock Works in Rockford

= This is the 13th year that members of First Presbyterian

' Church, Woodstock have come to Rockford to be in mission
with Rockford Urban Ministries. (
took place Saturday, April 17, 2010. Nine volunteers spent all
~ or part of the day working on various projects.

At the RUM office building, they dressed up the outside of
the building with colorful flowers in the planters. Down in

| the basement, where the RUM office is moving, they put up
~ walls and lights, cut and fit drywall pieces, and taped and
s=omuddedo. Across the street n
=) house a public health clinic, they also did the taping and
Oomudding "of wall s.

| RUM leadership was very pleased with the progress made in
just one day of volunteer work. It will enable them to use

* these spaces sooner to be of service to the Rockford commu-
nity.

: Many thanks to the following crew of fine workers: Cary
Cook, Mike Fisher, Brian Mason, Lee Nejdl, John Rigby, Marty and Lynne Sobczak, Ray Thuma,
and Sally Wilyat. From First Focus, the newsletter of First Presbyterian Church, Woodstock

Welcome New Clergy

Rev. Howard C. Smith
Waltham Presbyterian

Rev. David Spaulding
First Presbyterian Church,

Church Dixon
Greetings to the members Greetings! I dm Daypid
and friends of Blackhawk the new pastor of First Presbyte-
Presbytery, | am the new rian Church in Dixon.
kid on the block at Waltham long New Yorker. | grew up in a
Howard & Patty  prashyterian Church. | was David small town in the Buffalo area and
born in Indianapolis Indiana, graduated have lived upstate New York most of my life. My
from Princeton Theological Seminary, and life in ministry began with seven years of service
celebrated my 29th year in ministry this with InterVarsity Christian Fellowship. | attended
April. My calls have been mostly in the Princeton Seminary, and in 1991 was called to
east, western Pennsylvania for 7 years, and Chazy Presbyterian Church in the Presbytery of
in the Hudson Valley, NY for 22 years. | Northern NY. | served in Chazy until this spring,
met my wife Patty in New York. | was serv- and also served the First Presbyterian Church of
ing the High Woods Reformed Church of Rouses Point beginning in 2007. | have a Ph.D. in
America in Saugerties, NY prior to our call New Testament studies from McGill University in
to Waltham. | am looking forward to work- Montreal . 1 dm married to| Lor
ing with the Blackhawk Presbytery. daughters, Anne (23) and Christine (16). In my
free time I 6m a cyclist

pl ace to play my <cell o. e
presbyter and look forward to meeting you in the
months ahead.




CONNECTING PRESBYTER IANS

-

A Labor of Love!

Blackhawk Presbytery congregations have responded to the January 2010 earthquake in Haiti in a
variety of ways. But perhaps the biggest show of solidarity with the people of Haiti, and as a pres-
bytery, was the overwhelming response to the Church World Service (CWS) Hygiene Kits for Haiti
appeal. At least 34 congregations participated, bringing 2,915 Hygiene Kits to the presbytery
meeting and drop -off points during the months of February and March. Over $1,500 was collected
for shipping and processing which will help the Kits get from the warehouse to Haiti. Other Kits
and additional funds were mailed directly to Church World Service.

"Blackhawk Presbytery has done an incredible job of responding to our plea for Hygiene Kits at a
ti me when there were no Hygiene Kits left in odr war
Congregational Programs for Church World Service.

0To respond to requests from our partners in Haiti,
thrilled to learn that Blackhawk Presbytery heard about the need and quickly responded with al-
most 3,000 Hygiene Kits! I'm so grateful to each congregation that participated, and each individual
who gave, 6 Watson shares.

o0Congregations in Blackhawk Presbytery have responde
years, with just over 1,000 Kits being the maxi mum c
Director of the Great Rivers/lIlinois regional of fic
t hat in just a matter of weeks, with |little notice,
with peoplebs organization and desire to reachjout t

bytery! o

Special thanks to the Mission Strategies & Resources Board for promoting the Hygiene Kits for Haiti
appeal, to the volunteers at the Feb. 9 presbytery event who carried and transported boxes, and to
Westminster Rockford and First Presbyterian Elgin for being drop  -off points.

Julia Jones, Associate Director,
Great Rivers Area, Church World Service
@ @

May 11 Presbytery Meeting

Third Presbyterian Church, Rockford hosted the May 11 meeting of
Blackhawk Presbytery, with the worship service coordinated by

. Rev. Murray Hanson. The Domestic Violence Awareness Network
#1 presented the learning opportunity i The Church Is Called. Strong-
4 hold Camp & Retreat Center reported on new activities for guests

B and a cooperative project with Applied Ecological Services. During
the business plenary, the presbytery:

1 Accepted the recommended agreement for the dismissal of First Presbyterian Church,
Aurora to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church
Moved from Inquirer to Candidate status: Janet Potter, Abby Mohaupt, and John Haselton.
Honored Rev. John Hamilton and Rev. Tim Kidd as they leave the presbytery
Honored Rev. Leon Aalberts and Rev. Bob Hillenbrand as they retired

Welcomed Rev. David Spaulding as pastor, First Presbyterian Church, Dixon
@ers and minutes of the meeting are available on the presbytery website. /
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APCE 20104 0 Awa
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among personnel. In -depth
able; this year we were
experts: Rodney Stadler
06Raced and t
ing multicultural church in
Ji |l Levine
challenging our assump-
codes verses greater ac-

With this wealth of educa-
portunities the greatest joy
many colleagues across the
ministries, struggles, and
Blackhawk. APCE offers a
minder that we are a con-
alone on this journey of

Next year APCE will be
Mexico February 2 -5, 2011.
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ke My Soul 6

The annual event presented by the Association of Presbyterian Christian Educators (APCE) was
indeed an awakening experience of the soul, as it is every year. Educators from all walks of the

church: volunteers, professionals, directors of CE, clergy, musicians, and teachers
participants gathered for renewal and substance.

Keynote speaker Rev. Michael Lindvall and worship leader Rev. Carla Pratt Keyes carried the
revi vi
ryteller Michael Lindvall offered simple yet profound stories to challenge our self
and self-care. Carla Pratt Keyes called out the music in all of us by comparing musical tension
and resolution with the waves of tension and calm Jesus initiated among the disciples past and
present. The Nashville Convention Center was transformed by liturgical images, dancing ban-
ners and paraments, baptismal waters visible and alive, and deeply creative music.

the soul

ng

Each year APCE not only organizes stunning worship but also an array of multiple workshops
ranging from pre -school ideas, art and play to skills for managing chaos in meetings and conflict

~

dover 1,000

Godds peopl e

-acceptance

among

My heart is steadfast, O God,

N fy Hedttfs Stealfbst; J © -
p b sing and make mejogl,
Awake my soul! Awake,
O harp and lyre! I will
awake the dawn,
| will give thanks to you, O
Lord, among the peoples
And | will sing praises to you

among the nations.
Psalm 108:1-3

seminars are also avail-
particularly blessed by two
offered a seminar on
suso6 addressi
the 215 century. And Amy
in His Jewish ¢
tions on the role of purity
ceptance.

tional and inspirational op-
was connecting with so
nation involved in the same
joys we encounter here in
balcony view and a re-
nectional church and not
faith and nurture.

4

held in Albuquerque, New

opportunities:
wide variety of resources at a discount, plus exhibitors from In Stitches: Center for Liturgical Art,
Faith Alive, Logos Ministry, Ten Thousand Villages, Children & Worship, and many more.

IN BALANCE Everyone involved in church is a minister who is touched by education. The APCE
conferences are presented with everyone in mind. Do yourself a favor and take the APCE retreat
to revitalize, challenge your heart and mind, and nourish the inner you.

Church

Blackhawk Presbytery POINT Representatives

The theme will be WALKING
Certi fi

Educator 0s

Christiana Berry and Jane Esterline

ng t
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Stronghold Stories

You Heard What s New?

Stronghold now has a new, professionally installed, nine - hole Disc golf course.
Disc Golf offers flexible activity levels for different age groups; the game can be

a leisurely stroll with each player working to improve her or his personal best,

or it can be a fast moving, competitive team activity. Maps of the course and

Have

discs are available for sign out at the reception desk.

Other new recreation equipment includes Croquet sets, Bocce Ball, Badminton,

volleyballs and basketballs. This equipment, as well as double

-Dutch jump

ropes, softball, 4 -square ball, footballs and playground balls are available to

Stronghold guests. Leaders may check out equipment

at the reception desk. Stronghold Mission
New archery equipment has been delivered and instruction is available To provide
opportunities for people

with prior arrangement and for a fee. A certified facilitator must be pre-
sent when archery equipment is in use.

Coming Soon! Improvements to the walking trails and a 20ft. diameter
Ga-Ga Pit (contact Ryan to learn more).

to experience the biblical

vision for human commu

nity through a retreat and
camping environment.

Traveling Day Camp & August 2010 Stronghold Values
Stronghold Summer Camps will be bcn'“tr?"‘i?'g"yc?]f‘,dg""adé dur |
of August working with volunteers from First Presbyterian Church, Ster- ashame y ristian -
ling, First Presbyterian Church, Savanna and the Great River Outreach, Engaging lifedls re
and Rockford Westminster Church through its Westminster Stateline Respect for creation
Project. and creatures
Two or three Stronghold counselors will Hospitable
live in the host communities and partner A safe place
with adult volunteer|s topedul eatle |a OI
Voyageod for day campe raacddi@cote en |t he

ages of 5 and 10 years. The Bible lesson

for each day comes from the book of

chances and grace

James. Music, arts and crafts, game time
and worship will all be
part of this new adventure
in camping in the
neighborhood instead of in
the woods. Volunteers will

Stronghold Camp & Conference Center
PO Box 199
1922 N. IL Rte. 2
Oregon, IL 61061
Phone: 815.732.6111

Email

pitch in to make breakfast
and lunch and to provide
hospitality to children from
throughout their communi-
ties.

office@strongholdcenter.org
Web site
www@strongholdcenter.org

Jan Hartman
Stronghold Program & Operations Director
jan@strongholdcenter.org

Ryan Anderson
Stronghold Special Programs Director
ryan@strongholdcenter.org




